OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS
away all books and papers belonging to the Bab,
and deposit them in a safe place; however that
may be, it is known that after an interval of two
years he too became a martyr. Efforts were made
to entice the other disciple to recant, but all
proved unavailing, and he and his master the Bab
were suspended, by ropes placed under their arms,
to a beam placed a few feet from the ground. As
they hung thus the disciple was heard to say,
" Master, art thou satisfied with me ?" and then
the order was given to fire. When the smoke cleared
away the body of the disciple was found to be
riddled with bullets, but no Bab was visible. What
had happened ? Had a miracle been performed, and
an angel been sent to rescue him from the hand of
his persecutors ? This was the thought of some,
and, indeed, a miracle had been performed, for in
spite of the many bullets which had been aimed
at him not one had touched the Bab, but had only
brought him deliverance by severing the ropes
which bound him, so that he fell to the ground
unhurt. At first it seemed as if the multitude would
have pity on the unfortunate man, and spare him
a second attempt, but these feelings were only of
short duration, and the Bab was again dragged
forth from his hiding-place, where he had taken
refuge, and was a second time suspended. A fresh
batch of soldiers had to be told off for the execution,
as the first company absolutely refused to fire again.
This time there was no intervention, and in a second
or two the body of the young martyr of Shiraz was
pierced with bullets. The bodies were cast out to
the jackals, but were afterwards recovered and buried
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